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Assassination 
site revisited 


W ith the former Texas School Book Deposi- 
tory in the background, the hearse contain- 
ing the body of Lee Harvey Oswald passes the 
site where the Warren Commission Report con- 
cluded Oswald killed President John F. Kennedy 


— Copvrtehl 1981, Dallas Times Herald, s»aH pholo bv Jav Dickman 

on Nov. 22, 1963. The hearse, returning Oswald’s 
body to Rose Hill Memorial Park in Fort Worth, 
is at the approximate site where Kennedy was 
shot. Visitors at the assassination site were not 
aware that Oswald’s hearse was passing. 


4 





* 

pddowes surprised, 
ot disappointed’ 



RUTH EYRE 
PETER ELKIND 


ff Writers 

3*X3RT WORTH . — The 78-year- 
old Englishman whose tenacity led 
tor Sunday's exhumation of Lee 
vey Oswald stood alone as the 
i was unearthed. 

^Michael H. B. Eddowes had 
fought for three years for this 
moment. 

And when it came early Sunday 
m&rning, he watched silently with 
his arms behind his back as workers 
dujg for nearly two hours to open 
the grave. 

Wearing a black vest, navy blue 
sujj-t and a dark hat, Eddowes tried 
tordownplay his role in what was 
hatopening. He said Oswald's wid- 
o\£ Marina Oswald Porter, was the 
person to talk to. 

SShe is the one in charge. I am 
ju|t the bystander," he said. “At 
least, we can get at the truth at last, 
not been my speculation and 
Dries, but has been based on do- 
ented evidence." 
ater Sunday, after the autospy 
ved it was Oswald’s body, Ed- 
dowes said, 'Though surprised, I am 
in ^»o way disappointed in the ap- 
parent disproving in my theory of 
imposture. Rather, I have accom- 
plished my objective in obtaining 
the’ exhumation, and I'm glad for 
those who have steadfastly main- 
tained the contrary for whatever 
reason. 

lit is a very sad business," Ed- 
dowes said as he stood by the grave 
Sunday morning. 

He had not thought his legal bat- 
tlefio exhume the body would end 
so soon. He expected it to be an- 
otl£r six months or a year, he said. 
Then, his attorney called to tell Ed- 
dowes that the body would be dug 
up Sunday. 

Eddowes' attorney, Cue Lips- 
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comb, said he expected his client to 
pay for the exhumation. 

Eddowes declined to confirm that. 

“You better ask Marina,” he said. 
“Of course, I have offered to help 
her.” 

Eddowes is used to challenging 
the system. Twenty-five years ago 
he successfully persuaded British 
authorities they had hanged the 
wrong man in a bizarre sex-murder 
case. The man was given a posthu- 
mous pardon and the case figured 
prominently in arguments that 
eventually brought an end to capital 
punishment in England. 

Eddowes’ book about his work on 
the murder case, “The.Man on Your 
Conscience,” gave him an interna- 
tional reputation. 

In recent years, Eddowes has 
turned to America to prove that the 
man who assassinated President 
John F. Kennedy in Dallas in 1963 
was not Lee Harvey Oswald. He ar- 
gued that the body in the grave — 
if there was a body in the grave — 
was that of a Russian spy. 

He claimed in a book published in 
1975 that there were actually two 
Oswalds, the real man who defected 
in Russia and a KGB imposter who 
returned to the United States on 
June 13, 1962. His book was called 
“The Oswald File” when it was 
published in the United States. In 
England, it was called “November 
22: How They Killed Kennedy.” 

Some dismissed him as an eccen- 
tric, one of the hordes of assassina- 
tion buffs who follow the Kennedy 
case. But, Sunday his three years of 
legal battles, culminating with 
agreements from relatives of Os- 
wald to permit the exhumation, 
ended. 

A reporter at the London Times 
once said of the British author, “Ed- 
dowes is obviously a bit obsessed, 
but it’s interesting, nevertheless, 
that he might actually persuade 
someone to exhume Mr. Oswald.” 








